PENNSYLVANIA IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS

SITE NAME THE GLADES - 8GL 95 COUNTY BUTLER SITE # 11

APPROX. SIZE 2,500 ACRES OWNERSHIP PUBLIC (PGC) LAT. 41°G3' LONG. 79'53

DESCRIPTION

The Glades - SGL 95 consists of several discrete areas in northem Butler County. The largest and most
important for birds is centered on Glades Lake, a 2.5-mile shallow lake dammed at the north end. The lake is
bordered by faidy extensive and diverse wetland habitats, which include emergent marshes, swamps, and wet
meadows. There is also mature hardwood forest, open field, and scrub-shrub thickets.

{PGC NW Region - 814-432-3188).

Directions: From Butler, take Rt. 422 west, to Rt. 8 north, to Rt. 308 north to Moniteau,

BIRDS - SUMMARY

The high diversity of habitat types at this site results in high diversity of species, with at least 90 breeding
species. The marsh and swamp habitats are the preeminent feature and support breeding species such as
Cornmon Snipe, Pied-billed Grebe, Virginia Rail, and Sora. A pair of Bald Eagles regularly nests around the
lake. Sandhill cranes have been observed in migration. The thickets and woodiands support a wide variety of
songbirds. In all, more than 200 species have been recorded at the site. Exact figures for numbers of
breeding individuals are scarce owing to the difficulty in surveying wetland birds.

REPRESENTATIVE BIRDS - BY CRITERIA
le 200+ species, 90+ breeding

2 Bald Eagie (B - 1lpain, Sandhill Crane (SM, FM - small nhumbers)

3 Pied-billed Grebe (B), Common Snipe (B)

Lile] Extensive, diverse wetlands: emergent marsh, swamp: Virginia Rail {B), Sora (B}, Hooded Merganser
(B), Wood Duck (B).

5 Pennsylvania Society for Omithology - Special Areas Project - Bartramian Audubon Society.

CONSERVATION / ADDITIONAL NOTES

The habitat at this focation can change rather abruptly and drastically due to Game Commission management
practices. For example, mature timber is occasionally clear-cut for deer browse and land is lfeased to local
farmers who are required to leave a part of the standing crop for wildlife. Most of thesa practices create the
“edge effect” and maintain the landscape in the secondary state of succession. Most of the management on
these lands is for game species, but non-game species are not ignored. There are nest baxes for kestrels and
bluebirds; and the planted hedgerows of Multiflora Rose and Autumn Olive benefit the songbirds as much as
the game species. The numerous Wood Duck nest boxes have been occupied by as many as 15 Screech Owils.
The water leve! is drawn down in the spring to protect vegetative cover at the south end of the impoundment
and raised in the fall for migration.
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