PENNSYLVANIA IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS

——————— e ——
SITE NAME RODERICK WILDLIFE PRESERVE - SGL 314 COUNTY ERIE SITE # 2
APPROX. SIZE 3,131 ACRES OWNERSHIP PUBLIC (PGC) LAT. 41°59° LONG. 80°3¢'

DESCRIPTION

Located on the westemmeost portion of the Lake Erie shareline in Pennsylvania, at the Ohio border, this site
includes 2.5 miles of lake front — the longest stretch of undeveioped shoreline on the southemn shore of Lake
Erie. The steep bluffs on the lake shore are backed by gentle uplands laced with wetlands, streams,
abandened fields, second-growth forest, and shrubland. Forty-nine percent of the site is wetlands.

Aspen, American Beech, White Oak, Sugar Maple, and Silky Dogwood make up a majority of the forested area.
Red and Silver maple grow vigorously in the wooded swamps.

Directions: From Rt. 20, tum N onto Rudd Rd. approx. 3 miles E of Conneaut, OH.

BIRDS - SUMMARY

The combination of wetlands, second growth and dense thickets make this one of the most important sites In
the state for American Woodcock. Spring surveys have revealed a minimum of 100 birds in a relatively small
area. The Game Commission actively manages the habitat for the species and is conducting research on
woodcock management, using this site as a control (hunting permitted). Occasional spring hawk flights of up
to several thousand birds a day have been observed. Mare than 100 species have been seen in migration.
Wetlands restoration is focusing on providing habitat for waterfow!, wading birds and other wetland species.

REPRESENTATIVE BIRDS - BY CRITERIA

4adb  Wetiand/second growth habitat for Woodcock (SM, B - 50+ pair) and possibly other early successional
and wetland species (e.g. Mourning Warbler).

5 PA Game Commission research on American Woodcock habitat management.

CONSERVATION / ADDITIONAL NOTES

This site is part of a 5,000-acre tract originally owned by USX (formerly U.S. Steel). It was acquired for
protection by the Western PA Conservancy in 1989 and tumed over to the Game Commission for management
in 1991. Itis managed as part of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan. Trash dumping and
general habitat deterioration were problems addressed by the Game Commission. Management has been for
woodceck and game species; waterfowl nesting structures have been constructed and wildlife food plots have
also been created. Hunting is permitted. Invasive species (e.g. phragmites} are ongoing management
concerns. This area needs to be more extensively monitored for migrants and waterfow! on the lake.
Increasingly surrcunded by development, the site will likely become important in the future as an “island” of
habitat.
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