PENNSYLVANIA IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS
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SITE NAME ERIE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE COUNTY CRAWFORD SITE # 6

APPROX. SIZE 8,750 ACRES OWNERSHIP PUBLIC (USFWS) LAT. 41°35 LONG. 79°58'

DESCRIPTION

Located in southeastern Crawford County, Erie NWR contains over 2,500 acres of wetlands, including beaver
floodings, marshes, swamps, crasks, wet meadows, and man-made impoundments. The refuge consists of
two separate land divisicns, Sugar Lake Division is the more heavily managed portion and lies in a narrow
valley that includes Woodcack Creek and Lake Creek. Seneca Division is situated in a forested valley with
wetlands associated with Muddy Creek and Dead Creek, The refuge lands also include mixed forest,
grasslands, and cultivated fields as a result of a cooperative farming program. In addition to birds, the refuge
is a haven for numerous rare plant and animal species and critically endangered habitats such as a five-acre
shrub fen.

Directions: From Meadville take Rt. 27 E approx. 8.5 miles.

BIRDS - SUMMARY

The diversity and Iarge size of the wetland areas in the refuge support a great variety of plants and
invertebrates, which in turn support numerous and diverse birds. Over 236 species have been recorded, of
which 112 breed at the site. The refuge is a migratory stopover for waterfowl and shorebirds. Waterfow!
numbers in spring and fall peak at arcund 2,500, with an additional 4,500 Canada Geese. Shorebird
numbers peak at about 200. Wood Duck are the most numerous breeding waterfowl in the refuge; this is one
of the highest density areas in the state for the species. Sedge wren may regularly nest.

REPRESENTATIVE BIRDS - BY CRITERIA

lalb Waterfowl: Ducks (SM, FM - 2500=}, Canada Goose (SM, FM - 4500=);
le Shore birds: (SM, FM - 200x); 112 nesting species and 236 total species of birds.

2 Bald Eagle (B - 1pair), Sedge Wren (B - 1pair)

3 Marsh Wren (B - 13pr), Northern Harrier (B - 2pr), Pied-billed Grebe (B - 23pr)},
American Coct (B - 31pr), Common Snipe (B - 6pr)

4a4b Diversity and large acreage of wetlands, and rare/endangered wetland habitat types. Notabie species
include Common Snipe, American Bittern, and Black Term, Wood Duck (B - 100+pn).

5 Banding and research on N. Saw-whet Ow| migration. Also research on management of, and effects
of hunting on, American Woodcock.

CONSERVATION / ADDITIONAL NOTES

Erie NWR was established in 1959 primarily to provide waterfowl with nesting, feeding, brooding, and resting
habitats. Secondary objectives include providing habitat to support a diversity of ather wildlife species and to
enhance opportunities for wildlife-oriented public recreation and environmental education. Future plans call
for more than deubling the amount of manageable habitat now available. Grasslands are being developed
near wetlands to provide nesting habitat and to attract grassland species (e.g. Henslow's Sparmow, Upland
Sandpiper). Presque isle Audubon Society has been involved with the refuge for over a decade and is the
“ARK (Audubcn Refuge Keeper)” group for the site.

LOCAL CONTACTS
Joan Howlett | (814) 734-1765 Thomas Mountain, Refuge Manager, (814) 782-3585
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