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1. Black River
Natural Resource Corridor
2. Cooks Creek
Inve ntory Headwaters
3. Crestline Road
Ravine
4. East Branch
Saucon Creek
5. Granite Hill
6. Kohlberg Hill
7. Lehigh River
Corridor
8. Saucon Creek
Corridor
9. Silver Creek
Wetlands
10.Svoneberg Hill

PA Highlands
Northampton
Hills




Polk Valley Park

48.5 acre Park opened Spring 2008

3 Multi-purpose fields/
2 Little League sized baseball fields
Paved walking/biking trails — Pervious Pavement
Grass trails through naturalized areas
1 acre dog park
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Polk Valley Park
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* Wildlife found in ;72«8
the park several '
years after |
1mplementing
naturalization

prOJ eCtS Great Spangled Frittilary Banded Hairstreaks on
Milkweed

Eight Spotted Forester Moth on
Indian Hemp

Indigo Bunting

Photos Courtesy of Carol Mebus



Lower Saucon Township
Pest Management Policy

Organic Pest Management
&

Integrated Pest Management




Polk Valley Park

Polk Valley Park

Lower Saucon Township, Northampton County

Site Context

Polk Valley Park was once slated fora
155 home development; mstead
approximately 48 acres were donated by
the property owner to the Township for
the purposes of a commmumity park. In
2008 an additional 11 acres were added.

site. Polk Valley Park serves as an.
example of native landscaping,
imabilicy carvi 1

sustainability, :
stewsrdship and education.

Sustainable Practices

‘Water- Groundwater infiltration is

seed mixes. Native seed mixes have

‘been planted in areas of steep slopes to
stabilize soils and reduce erosion.

Natural Landscaping- Turf grass areas
have been limited to playing fields.
Meadow and buffer areas were enlarged

Btk Oaied

parks as part of the Township’s Park
Maintenance Polic) Y-

i ion and C

Large boulders uncovered on site were
used to mark mown trails throughout the
site. Fencing on site was constructed of

Sustainable Practices Cont.

Operativny g Maigtenance- Audctiv fields vad their i-omediste perinciet and
il edire e e oaly Areas wasm ot & frel Liona | schedule  Mendow aod basiu
arcax i ionwn sl onost 119 2 imes pecvear. Lighting is oot provided vn the sire.
Au lutepealod Peat M: System haa een jwpl Lt the site, whivh
redusze the uzed fae chumival puscices, nd is aeothice foe Ui perk Lvers arul
evvinmmeut. Muleh ia 0ol instulled anumd trees and shoobe, reducing the e fac
th s resoirce nnd fe fact and finaacil expenye -rim ingtalling it

Emsi Stewsrdship

Signug rogarcl g nudvmibized u-ens hes
Toon ivstallec Uuronghaut the park. Infosmation begerding park mai the
Township I I fed Policy and \f mviuiva Fpecics,
corpostg. and Mintzravs ol ni il necas. nuong olbur fopics wre alf pravided on
the Township orchsite In thwe Pk Mudreniee Palizy, which is Incat 23 under the
Parks and Recreation sootiol of the welbsile,

Iformation peoviiet By Jack Calwlan, Luvur Nenina Tawewiop Aenager (2012;

Boucher & 1:mey, e,

pennsylvania
DQEPARTMENT CF COREERVATICN
AND HATURAL NESINACPS
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Woodland Hills
Preserve

- A Case Study



Woodland Hills Preserve
Lower Saucon Township, Northampton County

Woodland Hills Preserve 1s a 148-acre former golf
course which was acquired by the Township 1n
2014 with Open Space funds, along with financial
assistance from Northampton County and the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (DCNR).

The greserve, like other Township parks, is open
from dawn until dusk. Permitted activities include
hiking on marked trails, birdwatching, fishing in
ponds, Cross pountx}y skiing, and dog-walking
(leash required.) Prohibited at the site are
motorized vehicles, hunting, and horseback riding.



Woodland Hills History

1930s to 1960s - land wuse was
farmland/agriculture

1965-2010 it was the site of the
Woodland Hills Country Club (18 hole
golf course, pavilions, clubhouse,
parking, etc.)

2006 to 2010 — 52-lot residential
subdivision proposed by owner

August 2014 - LST Council voted to
purchase the property with Twp. Open

Space funds and grants from
Northampton County and PA DCNR

2015 - LST Council designated
Woodland Hills Preserve as a Township
owned open space parcel - for passive
recreation and for SWM mitigation for
properties located downstream on the
East Branch of the Saucon Creek.
Intent was to keep it passive and to
preserve the land in a natural state.
Enjoyment for residents, habitat, water
quality, and reduce sedimentation in
the watershed.



Woodland Hills

2014-2015, LST subdivided off the portion of the land that contained the
clubhouse and parking area and then sold it.

Many of the original cart paths remain on the site.

LST created a series of mown trails and the Boy Scouts created trail
markings.

LST created a stone parking area and ADA parking.

LST initiated a naturalized maintenance program for the preserve and has
significantly reduced the mowing, which has decreased the sedimentation and
1mproved water quality to the creek.
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Club House and Parking Lot
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Aerial image from Google Earth L T







Woodland Hills — Public Education

Photo from The Morning Call



Sustainable Maintenance
Program

| ¢ Limit mowing

+ Meadow areas 1-2 times
per year

* Trails edges
+ Saves $3$% - labor, fuel,

equipment use
 DCNR mowing calculator

* Provide native plantings

* Provide shade for uses and
habitat for wildlife

* Need less care and water
* Saves $3$% - labor, water

]
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Naturalize Existing SWM areas
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Swales
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(In Process)

(July, 2015)
(July, 2018)




Naturalizing for Wildlife

Wildlife recently spotted in the preserve:



Recently Completed Projects:

2016 - Woodland Hills Preserve Management Plan (prepared by B&J) was
adopted by LST and the Twp. immediately started to implement the plan.

Reforestation and Riparian Buffer Plantings

The combination of containerized trees and Whitps creates an efficient growth pattern
to reforest the gaps between wooded areas created by the fairways

+  As the reforestation plantings grow in, these areas will create richer habitats for
wildlife on the property




Recently Completed Pr()]ects.

ADA Access

ADA fishing 85"
and

viewing access | ﬁ, '”'
for pond }_ s

ADA trail




Future Management Strategies

Implement additional stabilization and rehabilitation
work on tributaries and ponds

Implement additional invasive species monitoring
and management techniques focusing on difficult

species such as:
Phragmites
Purple Loostrife
Burning Bush
Russian Olive

Purple Loostrlfe Phragmites
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http://164.156.186.112/DCNR/brc/grants/greening/greencostbenefit/index.htm
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PARK DESIGN MODEL CONSULIING ENGINCERS

DITLESTONN STROUOSURG ®  NORGANTOWN

PENNSYLVANIA'S INTERACTIVE SUSTAINABLE Boucher & J o, B
GREEN AND PLAYFUL RECREATION S e 1113 Saoasis ol (113) evnr T 1

.gis.dcnr.state.pa.us/parkmodel/model MainMap.html



http://www.gis.dcnr.state.pa.us/parkmodel/model_MainMap.html

