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Polk Valley Park

48.5 acre Park opened Spring 2008 

3 Multi-purpose fields/ 

2 Little League sized baseball fields 

Paved walking/biking trails – Pervious Pavement

Grass trails through naturalized areas

1 acre dog park 



PolkValleyPark



Polk Valley Park



Polk Valley Park

Polk Valley Park



• Wildlife found in 

the park several 

years after 

implementing 

naturalization 

projects

Polk Valley Park 

Banded Hairstreaks on 

Milkweed
Great Spangled Frittilary

Indigo BuntingTiger Swallowtail on MilkweedEight Spotted Forester Moth on 

Indian Hemp

Photos Courtesy of Carol Mebus



Lower Saucon Township
Pest Management Policy

Organic Pest Management
&

Integrated Pest Management



Polk Valley Park 



Saucon Rail Trail



Woodland Hills 
Preserve 
- A Case Study



Woodland Hills Preserve

Lower Saucon Township, Northampton County

Woodland Hills Preserve is a 148-acre former golf 
course which was acquired by the Township in 

2014 with Open Space funds, along with financial 
assistance from Northampton County and the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (DCNR).

The preserve, like other Township parks, is open 
from dawn until dusk. Permitted activities include 
hiking on marked trails, birdwatching, fishing in 

ponds, cross country skiing, and dog-walking 
(leash required.) Prohibited at the site are 

motorized vehicles, hunting, and horseback riding.



Woodland Hills History

• 1930s to 1960s - land use was
farmland/agriculture

• 1965-2010 it was the site of the
Woodland Hills Country Club (18 hole
golf course, pavilions, clubhouse,
parking, etc.)

• 2006 to 2010 – 52-lot residential
subdivision proposed by owner

• August 2014 - LST Council voted to
purchase the property with Twp. Open
Space funds and grants from
Northampton County and PA DCNR

• 2015 - LST Council designated
Woodland Hills Preserve as a Township
owned open space parcel - for passive
recreation and for SWM mitigation for
properties located downstream on the
East Branch of the Saucon Creek.
Intent was to keep it passive and to
preserve the land in a natural state.
Enjoyment for residents, habitat, water
quality, and reduce sedimentation in
the watershed.



Woodland Hills

• 2014-2015, LST subdivided off the portion of the land that contained the
clubhouse and parking area and then sold it.

• Many of the original cart paths remain on the site.

• LST created a series of mown trails and the Boy Scouts created trail
markings.

• LST created a stone parking area and ADA parking.

• LST initiated a naturalized maintenance program for the preserve and has
significantly reduced the mowing, which has decreased the sedimentation and
improved water quality to the creek.



Club House and Parking Lot



Aerial image from Google Earth

Before 

(April 1993)



Aerial image from Google Earth

After 

(June 2018)



Photo from The Morning Call

Woodland Hills – Public Education



Sustainable Maintenance 
Program

• Limit mowing 

• Meadow areas 1-2 times 
per year

• Trails edges

• Saves $$$ - labor, fuel, 
equipment use

• DCNR mowing calculator

• Provide native plantings 

• Provide shade for uses and 
habitat for wildlife

• Need less care and water

• Saves $$$ - labor, water 



Sustainable Maintenance Program

• Use an Integrated Pest Management System (IPM)
• Reduce need for chemical pesticides
• Healthier for park users and environment
• Saves $$$ - labor, materials

• Naturalize Existing SWM areas
• Basins
• Swales

• Implement proposed future phases
• Additional native plantings
• Wildflower meadow
• Streambank restoration
• Riparian corridor plantings
• Reduce area of turf grasses



Before 

(Nov. 2006)



After

(In Process) 

(July, 2015)

(July, 2018) 



Wildlife recently spotted in the preserve:

Naturalizing for Wildlife



2016 - Woodland Hills Preserve Management Plan (prepared by B&J) was 
adopted by LST and the Twp. immediately started to implement the plan.

Reforestation and Riparian Buffer Plantings

• The combination of containerized trees and whips creates an efficient growth pattern 
to reforest the gaps between wooded areas created by the fairways

• As the reforestation plantings grow in, these areas will create richer habitats for 
wildlife on the property

Recently Completed Projects:



ADA Access

Recently Completed Projects:

ADA fishing 

and 

viewing access 

for pond

ADA trail



• Implement additional stabilization and rehabilitation 

work on tributaries and ponds

• Implement additional invasive species monitoring 

and management techniques focusing on difficult 

species such as:
• Phragmites

• Purple Loostrife

• Burning Bush

• Russian Olive

Future Management Strategies

Purple Loostrife Phragmites



http://164.156.186.112/DCNR/brc/grants/greening/greencostbenefit/index.htm

http://164.156.186.112/DCNR/brc/grants/greening/greencostbenefit/index.htm


http://www.gis.dcnr.state.pa.us/parkmodel/model_MainMap.html

http://www.gis.dcnr.state.pa.us/parkmodel/model_MainMap.html

